
Nearly 18 months ago a partnership be-
tween Cobb County and its six munici-
palities was started that will result in 
the formulation of a 25-year Compre-

hensive Transportation Plan (CTP). This long-
range plan will change the face of Cobb County 
as well as the lives of those who live, work, 
shop and play there. The study has been all-in-
clusive, involving political and community lead-
ers from the county and the cities of Acworth, 
Austell, Kennesaw, Marietta, Powder Springs 

and Smyrna.  In addition, experts in transporta-
tion and land use planning, staff from planning 
partners such as the Atlanta Regional Commis-
sion and the Georgia Department of Transporta-
tion, and the public at large have been involved. 
Integrating all of the information collected and 
data analyzed, the CTP will support the land 
use policies, plans and strategies contained in 
the county and city comprehensive plans and 
will serve as a guide for transportation decisions 
over the next 25 years.  
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How We Got to Where We Are
If you’ve attended one of the lively 

public meetings with residents and 
business owners from all over the 
county, you will know how much raw 
data and information was put on the 
table from the beginning of the study. 
The gatherings were held at locations 
across the county to attract as many 
citizens and interested individuals as 
possible. Citizens  provided day-in/day-
out knowledge and strong opinions 
about the needs that exist today, as well as ideas 
and opinions about the transportation system 
they feel is needed to accommodate the growth 
that is sure to come to Cobb County over the next 
25 years. 

Public meeting comments were assimilated 

with information gathered during meet-
ings of a stakeholder committee ap-
pointed by county and city officials. 
The Stakeholder Coordinating Com-
mittee included representatives of 
community, faith-based and business 

organizations as well as representatives 
of various transportation and environ-
mental advocacy groups. The purpose 
of the committee is to provide input, 

oversight and reaction to preliminary recom-
mendations developed by the study team. The 

study team conducted an inventory of the existing 
transportation system as well as a needs analysis.  
It also reviewed the results of other transporta-
tion studies. This work will result in a proposed 
program of projects, the impacts and benefits of 
which are currently being assessed.



An Emerging Program of Projects --  
Here is What’s Happening Right Now 
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The study team, after analyzing various scenarios, is developing a preliminary draft of the final 
project list. The team is considering a variety of road improvements as well as alternatives 
such as transit, bicycle and pedestrian improvements. The cost and benefits of implementing 
the improvements are also being analyzed. The various alternatives are being reviewed with 
county and city staffs, planning partners, the Stakeholder Coordinating Committee, and with 
Commissioners and City Council Members. They will be reviewed with the general public in Oc-
tober and November. There is an explosion of project possibilities, and below are examples of 
the types of questions and issues that have to be addressed when considering whether or not 
to include those projects in the CTP.

Key Questions for Consideration 
There are many variables to consider when planning each step of this massive 
transportation project. For instance:

•  What is the current volume of traffic on the high-
ways and roads in Cobb County, and what is the 
projected demand? 

•   What are some possible solutions for improving 
traffic flow at major intersections – how can the 
roads be more accessible; are there operational 
upgrades (such as lane striping) that would make 
travel easier and safer; will the intersections be 
safer with improvements such as timing of traffic 
lights, widening of lanes, and coordination with 
other intersections?

•  How can major corridors be improved in order to 
absorb the higher traffic volume that is projected, 
and how can accessibility to those corridors be 
improved?

•  What existing funds are available for current projects; what funds are committed and available 
for future projects; and what are some unknown or uncommitted funds that could be sought as 
the transportation program progresses?

•  How will transit, bicycle, and pedestrian improvements be incorporated into the overall trans-
portation plan to provide alternatives to driving and relieve traffic congestion?

•  How will levels of service be improved on all major thoroughfares? 
•  How can transit be improved to accommodate local service; how can routes provide express 

bus service to popular destinations and areas outside the county for commuters; which areas 
would thrive with demand/response transit service for special events or special needs (i.e. doc-
tor’s appointments or shopping trips for the disabled or elderly)?

•  Is there a role for high-speed rail service?
•  Where should park & ride lots be located?

Study at a Glance
Study Area 
 –  Cobb County and its municipalities of Acworth, Austell, Kennesaw, 

Marietta, Powder Springs and Smyrna

Study Purpose 
 –  To develop a comprehensive “blueprint” for transportation invest-

ments in Cobb County and its cities over the next 25 years
 
Major Activities 
 –  Inventory of existing conditions, community participation, assess-

ment of current and future needs, community vision and goals, sce-
nario building and testing, financial analysis, and plan development

For more information on the 
Cobb County Comprehensive 
Transportation Plan, go to 
www.cobbcounty.org/ctp  
or contact:

Cobb County Department  
of Transportation Planning 
Division 

1890 County Services Parkway
Marietta, Georgia 30008
Voice: (770) 528-1679  
Fax: (770) 528-1601



Cobb County will receive great 
benefit from the incorpora-
tion of a wide variety of im-
provements in roads, transit, 

bicycle, and pedestrian travel. Add to 
this improved connectivity between 
cities and roadways, opportunity to 
travel through alternate modes of 
transportation, and improved quality 
of life through transportation options 
that can save money and time while 
improving safety. The CTP will be a 
multi-modal plan that offers alterna-
tive modes of transportation and  
enhances the mobility of all Cobb 
County residents. 

Below are some of the specific quantifi-
able results of implementing the im-
provements under consideration.  

•  Annual cost of congestion (time wast-
ed, accidents, stalls) -- reduced by 
13%

•  Congestion on major freeways in urban 
areas – reduced by 9%

•  Congestion on freeways in suburban 
areas – reduced by 27%

•  Congested arterials (roads that feed 
into major freeways) – reduced by 
27% in urban areas and 21% in subur-
ban areas

•  Travel Time Index (TTI from congestion 
to free flow travel times) – reduced by 
9%

In Summary --  
Benefits of Improvements under Consideration
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Potential Transit Facilities

Transit is an additional 
way to reduce conges-
tion and provide a trans-
portation alternative.

Trails will help reduce 
congestion and improve                                                                          
mobility.

To find out more detail about the specific projects being analyzed, please go the Cobb County Web site at 
www.cobbcounty.org/ctp. You can also contact the Cobb County Department of Transportation Planning Depart-
ment at (770) 528-1679 for more information.  

On the Drawing Board 

 •  54 capacity roadway projects
 •  43 intersection improvements
 •  32 operational projects  

(i.e. road striping for ease of movement)
 •  41 transit projects 
 •  21 multi-use trails
 •  In addition to the above plans, 72 poten-

tial sidewalk projects have been identified 
by the study

Potential Multi-Use Trails

   Potential Transit Facilities

  Potential Multi-Use Trails
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Types of Projects under Consideration
Cobb County Highways and Roads

Maps of Congestion Today and in the Future

The orange and red demar-
cations represent congested 
traffic conditions on free-
ways and roads. 

Notice the reduction of 
the most congested areas 
as long-term projects are 
implemented.After the Public Meetings

After the all-important fall round of public information meetings, a recommended CTP 
will be presented to the county and cities for review and action.  In mid December, you 
will be invited to join Cobb County and its municipal leaders, the Stakeholder Coordi-
nating Committee, and the Project Management Team in celebrating the launch of the 
Comprehensive Transportation Plan. The new plan will provide healthy growth, stability, 
and improved mobility for those who live, work, shop, and play in Cobb County.  
Now that’s an exciting celebration! 

You will have the opportunity to view maps, review the draft recommendations, and offer your 
valuable input. Please make sure that your friends, neighbors, and business associates know 
about these meetings. So far, hundreds of your Cobb County neighbors have provided their ideas 
and expertise. Won’t you join them?

Express Yourself and Be Heard

These options and much more will be dis-
cussed at the Fall round of public meetings, 
coming up later in October and November. 
If you have strong opinions and want to be 
heard, here is how you can be involved:

 

Monday, October 29, from 6 to 8 p.m.
South Cobb Government Service Center
4700 Austell Road
Austell, GA 30306-2004
770 499-4494

Tuesday, October 30, from 6 to 8 p.m.
Acworth City Hall
4415 Senator Russell Avenue
Acworth, GA 30101
770 974-3112

Thursday, November 1, from 6 to 8 p.m.
East Cobb Government Service Center
4400 Lower Roswell Road
Marietta, GA 30068-4233
770 499-4444

Thursday, November 8, from 5:30 to 7:30 
p.m.
Cobb Central Library (Large Multi-Purpose 
Room)
266 Roswell Street
Marietta, GA 30060
770 528-2320

Come to the Fall Round of Public 
Information Meetings:

V/C ratio = Volume-to-Capacity ratio

E+C =  Existing projects and Committed 
projects

 
V/C ratio =   Volume-to-Capacity ratio
(Volume of traffic on the road compared 
to the Capacity --amount of traffic that the 
road was built to carry)


